G20 / IMF / World Bank meetings in Ottawa, November 16 through 18 



Protests wrap up, 
global justice movement on the ups 

CONGRATULATIONS EVERYONE — KEEP UP THE FIGHT 



Inspired 
id #4074 

T hese protests are THE BEGINNING of a 
worldwide transformation of civil, po¬ 
litical and economic society. 

WE ARE MAKING HISTORY. 

WE ARE CHANGING THE WORLD, 
AND CHANGING IT FOR THE BETTER. 

AND WE’RE DOING IT RIGHT HERE, 
RIGHT NOW. 

Well done everybody for doing such an 
excellent job of highlighting the inequities in 
the current system of US dominated global 
governance, by protesting these multilateral 
institutions’ perverse priorities. 

People are gravely unhappy all over the 
world at the fact that one country (namely the 
USA) which has less than 5% of the world’s 
population, is consuming betweeen 40 to 
45% of the world’s resources and producing 
between 25 to 33% of the world’s entire 
output of pollution and waste. 

How long can a system based on such 
extreme selfishness, willfull ignorance and 
calculated disregard of everyone and every¬ 
thing else, sustain itself for the benefit of a few 
sad meglomaniacal sociopaths ... before the 
rest of us stand up and say: 
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“ENOUGH IS 
ENOUGH — THIS 
CRIMINAL INJUSTICE 
MUST STOP.” 

These protests are 
THE BEGINNING of a 
worldwide transformation 
of civil, political and eco¬ 
nomic society. 

WE ARE MAKING 
HISTORY. 

WE ARE CHANG¬ 
ING THE WORLD, AND 
CHANGING IT FOR 
THE BETTER. 

AND WE’RE DOING 
IT RIGHT HERE, RIGHT 
NOW. 

Make it fair, demo¬ 
cratic, transparent and ac¬ 
countable, or else it’s coming down. 

(It’s as inevitable as if it were a scientific 
law. It has been forever thus — throughout 
history). 

GLOBAL JUSTICE is more than a 
catchphrase. It is a state of affairs that we 
intend to realise within our lifetimes, with or 
without the USA. As GWBush likes to put it... 
“you’re either with us or you’re against us”. 

Once again, congratulations to everyone 
involved in this weekend’s protest against US 
monitored corporate multinational tyrrany 
over 65% of the world’s poor. 

PS. While our grievances against the 
police here this weekend are important; lets 
not lose sight of the larger and arguably even 
more important grievances that inspired our 
righteous indignation to be here in the first 
place. 

Otherwise we may fall into the same trap 
as the mainstream corporate media by just 


focusing on immediate local sensationalism 
to the exclusion of the real substantive and 
global concerns that we all have. 

PEACE and LOVE everybody. 

WE WILL WIN THE DAY in the end. 

They know that and that’s why they’re 
scared. We should be encouraged by their 
fearful response. THEIR DAY IS DONE. 

To use their language: 

We are cancelling production of a mis¬ 
guided paradigm. 

It requires a major re-evaluation and 
urgent modification. This will require a con¬ 
siderable timeline investment; as well as con¬ 
centrated “r&d” development effort on our 
part. But we are up to the challenge. We’re 
going to release a “NEW & IMPROVED” 
version for everybody’s consumption. 

YEAY!!! 

Hey, we might even HAVE FUN tearing 
the old thing down and building a new one. 














Ottawa fallout 


True Blue 
id #4009 

I ’ve been marching all over the downtown 
of Ottawa all weekend. My feet hurt, and 
I’m exhausted. 

And the only thing I can really report on 
that hasn’t already been said is about the jail 
solidarity on Saturday night. If you want to 
talk about commitment, talk to someone in 
BLACK. I was there for the march 
spokesmeeting on the campus terrace, and 
the word from legal was that the area around 
the court house was crawling with riot cops 
and that legal was advising us to cool it until 
the next morning. 

Nope. 

There was a large contingent of people 
from the red march that were bound and 
determined to show solidarite with those 
arrested. They organized around 150 - 300 
people. Keeping a tight group we scouted the 
Laurier bridge and there were traffic kops, so 
we made for the Mackenzie King bridge. A 
few of the stragglers were blocked by traffic 
but we blazed across the bridge and down into 
the park. With very little Riot Kop presence 
we rounded Laurier and crossed over onto 
the lawn of the courthouse. Then the kops 
showed up. You’d think that everything would 
have gone to pot at that point but it didn’t. 
There was a call to sit down on the lawn, and 
most of us did, then the word went around 


that we would do a few chants and then hear 
a speech or two. All the while, the riot cops 
are blocking off streets around us, and march¬ 
ing up to block the entrance of the court¬ 
house. It got pretty tense and a few people 
started to stand in anticipation, but then the 
call went out again for people to sit. There 
were a few speeches and then the poetry 
began. 

This was the best part of the weekend 
hands down. After a few rousing verses the 
Riot Kops started pulling out and even reo¬ 
pened Elgin to traffic after we congregated on 
the lawn. Medics handed out water and hand 
warmers, and others handed out toques. When 
people have enough strength to stand up to 
police pressure and enough brains to know 
when not to break shit. I applaud these peo¬ 
ple. 

The jail solidarity poetry and speeches 
brought spectators of the G. Q. Public sort, 
curious as to what we were doing. After an 
hour and a half of chanting, poetry and 
speeches, we broke up and travelled away 
from the scene in smaller affinity groups. 

All weekend there was a general consen¬ 
sus from the black bloc and the red zone 
marchers, of downgrading police confronta¬ 
tion, and the cops returned the favour in sorts 
by opening up bridges and streets after the 
bouts of illegal searches and intimidation. 

The right are running scared. And with 


more support for education and action lo¬ 
cally, we can educate the G.Q. Public about 
alternatives to corporate bullshit and capital¬ 
ist dogma. If we were to unite the ideological 
bitching from the communists with the 
directionless action of the anarchists, we’d 
have a solid go somewhere, do something 
“Left” and we could affect change on a major 
scale. Ottawa, Toronto, and Quebec City - 
just to name the most recent actions - have 
shown us that we do have the power to gain 
attention to ourselves, but we are falling into 
a rut. Without direction, the question arises: 
what are we really doing in the streets? 

We should match our actions in the 
streets with local organization and commu¬ 
nity education. Get more people involved, 
stop the cliquish nature of the left. 

We are NOT the cool people. Our aim is 
not to be the vanguard of the revolution. We 
are merely those willing to begin the fight. 
Take a deep breath and expel some of that air 
out of your head if you think otherwise. 
Because if you buy into that bullshit, then 
you’re not changing anything, just putting a 
new head on the shoulders of the everyday 
people. Think it through. 

I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again, our 
time in the streets is coming quickly to an end. 
We need to rethink our goals, rethink our 
actions - is not our greatest strength our 
creativity? Bring it on. 


Health repercussions? 


Colin Guillas 
id #4104 



Police take down a protestor while wielding chemical weapons. 


I am curious as to the numbers of people 
who were adversely affected and continue 
to be adversely affected to the dispersion 
agents that they were exposed to this week¬ 
end. 

My primary concern was the content of 
the water cannons... it looked, smelt, felt like 
water, but after it had dried, I and many 
others experienced itching and burning, and 
this morning, I woke up with a rash/burn on 
my legs. 

Others expressed concern about the ge¬ 
latinous pepper spray that was in use. Unlike 
traditional sprays, these sprays were difficult 
to remove from the skin and eyes quickly and 
effectively. 

The most severe effects of these tactics 
were not immediate pain, but pain as a long 


term consequence. 

When did 
these items evolve 
from dispersion 
tactics to weapons 
designed to inflict 
long term punish¬ 
ment on the in¬ 
tended targets? 

These extra ‘fea¬ 
tures’ don’t im¬ 
prove the safety or 
defense of the ar¬ 
moured police be¬ 
hind the barricades, 
as there is no short 
term effect. These 
‘features’ seem to be a method of punishment 
without trial, and justifying their use as devel¬ 
opments on earlier forms of weaponry. 

As the science of dispersion tactics fur¬ 


ther evolves, how can we defend ourselves 
against something that we don’t know that we 
are affected by until much later? What’s the 
next step in ‘dispersion tactics?’ 









Talking heads say anarchists did 
this and anarchists did that 


Tremblay 
id #4115 

T he corporate media uses the word ‘anar¬ 
chist’ quite frequently to define anyone 
they feel like. But how can they know if 
someone is an anarchist? 

“The first of two rows of fences was 
dismantled by a group of anarchists.” Thus 
spoke a reporter for CBC Radio One report¬ 
ing news on the events surrounding the pro¬ 
tests against the G20, IMF and World Bank 
meetings in Ottawa. The quote might not be 
his exact words, but what I clearly remember 
and what struck me was that this reporter 
apparently had the ability to know that these 
demonstrators were anarchists. 

This is reminiscent of so many other 
omniscient reporters who also have the su¬ 
perpower to telepathically recognize anyone’s 
political ideologies just by glancing at them. 
From Seattle to Cochabamba, to Genoa and 
Quebec, there are always reporters who have 
this not-so-unique gift and use it to create 
images and myths about certain groups of 
people. 


In some cases a reporter might see a party 
badge or a symbol that clearly shows some¬ 
one’s political affiliation, but in the case men¬ 
tioned earlier, the reporter decided to simply 
-ignore- these symbols. 

The people who dismantled the fence in 
Ottawa were wearing hammer and sickle 
bandanas and waving hammer and sickle flags 
and they had pictures or quotations of Mao 
Tsetung on their coats. To anyone who pre¬ 
tends to know enough about “anarchists” and 
politics to report about them on national 
news these should be pretty clear symbols of 
people who are not anarchists at all, but 
rather communists. 

It reminds me of a picture that I saw with 
a caption stating “Anarchists brandish pic¬ 
tures of [former leader of the Chinese Com¬ 
munist Party] Mao Tsetung.” 

But why are reporters doing this? Why 
are they blatantly assigning political affilia¬ 
tions to people when they obviously do not fit 
the profile? They certainly don’t use these 
standards throughout their reporting. Imag¬ 
ine that for a moment: 

“A Bloc Quebecois voter held-up a 
depanneur and ran off with 49$.” 


“What a beautiful goal by that Canadian 
Alliance Oiler! I’m sure that Progressive Con¬ 
servative goaltender never saw that shot.” 

They can’t do that, it’s just too much of 
a blatant lie. I knew that the reporter was 
lying about the people dismantling the fence, 
but who else knows? To the other thousands 
who heard the report, these people -were- 
anarchists only because the reporter said so. 

The corporate media is simply using a 
scapegoat. They’ve decided to assign a word 
(anarchist) to a certain type of action (rebel¬ 
lious). Whether or not the people doing the 
actions are anarchists (something reporters 
can rarely verify) does not matter to them at 
all. They just want a group that can easily be 
blamed for everything, and anarchists are 
particularly easy targets. Their ideology is 
still linked to images of chaos and destruction 
in the heads of many and this might be less 
appealing to working people than the idea of 
Communism. 

Besides communists are not supposed to 
exist anymore. They were supposed to have 
fallen under the mighty white sword of capi¬ 
talist exploitation a few years ago, right? 
Right? Right? 


From the Legal Support Collective 


I would like to emphasize that there is ample evidence of police 
misconduct, abuses of human rights and violations of protestors’ 
constitutional rights. In addition, the police have broken numerous 
promises to organizers on many levels (not much of a surprise, but lets 
make them accountable for their actions!). 

The legal support collective is interested in coordinating legal 
action against the persons responsible for these abuses, violations and 
broken promises. In order to do this, we will need a lot of money, a 
lot of support - and very detailed written accounts of any and all 
incidents involving any kind of police misconduct. Details should 
include: 

* Location 

* Names of people involved (including police if possible) 

* Descriptions of people (what they’re wearing, what they look like) 
* Contacts of people involved, and witnesses 
* Times and dates 

* How the police and civilians were acting (e.g. aggressive, scared) 

* Why police arrived/were present 
* Offensive language or hate speech by cops 
(e.g. racist, sexist, homophobic) 

* Rude language or swearing by cops 
* Searches of person, bag, car, or home, pat downs, stops, 
inappropriate questioning etc. and what was said 
* Any violence (be specific) 


* What type of physical force, what type of weapons 

(e.g. shove, punch, nightstick, pepper spray) 

* How many times and on what parts of the body did the officer strike 

* Was victim cuffed or being held down 

* Any property damaged or taken 

* Injuries - describe number, type and location 

(e.g., two baseball-sized bruise on back) 

* Info on ambulance and medics (license plate #, names and ID #s) 

* Hospital where treatment was obtained 

* Location of any corroborating evidence 

(pictures, video, witness testimonies) 

* Your signature 

Most importantly, we need your consent to: 

1) Have this information (including contacts of witnesses) dis¬ 
closed to a lawyer and — 2) Go to trial with this information. 

Currently, we need to secure a post/mail address in order to have 
these accounts stay safe. If you write these descriptions asap, and hold 
on to them until we have such an address, we will (hopefully) soon 
have somewhere to send them. 

It is time to make the police, from the municipal, provincial and 
federal levels, accountable for their repressive and abusive actions. 
LET’S FIGHT TO WIN! 

In solidarity, 

Zoe and the legal support collective. 


To contact the Legal Support Collective, phone the legal coordinator at (613) 325-9452 or the legal media contact at (613) 291-5248. 






Gary Morton 
id #4079 

E vening, November 17th — On the high¬ 
way out of Ottawa the new moon of 
Ramadan appeared as a silver sliver in an 
illusionary blue lake. The landscape resem¬ 
bled the darkness at the end of the world 
while a mystic symbol rose in cloud fragments 
and radiant sunset light. It seemed to herald 
some unfathomable future. 

This surprised me because I hadn't heard 
any visionary statements from the world lead¬ 
ers gathered in Ottawa for the meetings of the 
G20, World Bank and International Mon¬ 
etary Fund. Canadian Finance Minister Paul 
Martin opened there by saying that the war 
on terror will help the world's poor... and I'm 
wondering if there will be a follow-up an¬ 
nouncement to the effect that Canada will be 
dropping welfare cheques with the US bombs 
hitting the poorest people on Earth in Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

Poverty is also an issue with the citizen 
protest groups that showed in Ottawa. They 
distributed a free book that nails the World 
Bank, International Monetary Fund and 
World Trade Organization as Engines of Pov¬ 
erty. It should be distributed everywhere and 
is called "Does Globalization Help the Poor." 

The Issues: 

An Engines of Poverty forum in Ottawa Fri¬ 
day night covered the issues of this demon¬ 
stration quite well. There must have been 800 
people in the huge church. Here are just a few 


of the interesting things 
that came out. 

— Poverty — 

Most of the world’s starv¬ 
ing people now live in 
nations that have a sur¬ 
plus of food. Free Trade 
means importing that 
food to consumer mar¬ 
kets elsewhere. We have 
the food capacity to feed 
12 billion more people 
on this planet. The prob¬ 
lem is an economic and 
trade system that gives 
food only to consumer classes with money. 
Places like Ethiopia and India are now net 
exporters of food. 

There are 1.1 billion undernourished 
people on this planet. The majority of them 
are women and children. Every day 11,000 
children die of hunger. Even the United States 
has hungry people - 10 million of them, and 
globalization and Free Trade are making it 
worse. 

— Debt — 

The IMF Structural Adjustment Programs 
have savaged nations world wide, leaving 
them with collapsed local industry, zero so¬ 
cial and public programs and debt they can’t 
repay. In spite of that Paul Martin ends the 
G20/IMF/WB meetings with a plan for na¬ 
tions that collapse from debt. His plan creates 


an international arbitrator and freezes the 
offending nation’s capital markets, while a 
deal is made with creditors. All it will be is an 
opportunity for Global Corporations to pick 
the bones of dead nations, and restructure 
debt so they can rob them of any possible 
future prosperity. 

Maude Barlow on the (WTO) 
World Trade Organization 
meeting in Qatar 

In an attempt to hide from protests the WTO 
met in the oppressive desert state of Qatar. A 
place where Arab rulers prohibit all forms of 
free speech and protest. They met in an 
opulent hotel designed like a golden pyramid 
and issued hypocritical statements on how 
they are helping the poor and improving 
human rights. Their meetings continue to 
build a system that gives special preference to 
the 200 corporations and 475 billionaires 
that have pocketed nearly all of the wealth of 
the world. 

Through dirty dealing that Canada par¬ 
ticipated heavily in they have agreed to a new 
round. A clause has been snuck in that would 
exempt multinational corporations from all 
regulations that protect the environment world 
wide, and it sets things up so nations won’t 
sign environmental treaties like the Kyoto 
deal on global warming. 

So let me end by echoing other speakers and 
writers. Globalization doesn’t help the poor. 
It doesn’t help anyone when the planet’s 
resources are being devoured by greedy men. 
Yes Another World is Still Possible After 
September 11th, but we are going to have to 
fight the Third Reich of War and Globaliza¬ 
tion to get it. 













